Mr. McFadden
2011-2012 Syllabus

Class Overview:
This class aims to help students continue in their math, science, and religion educations toward a preparation for high school.  Students will prepare for high school through increased responsibility and expectations.  In all courses, students will be required to defend their ideas in writing and construct solutions to problems.  Students are encouraged to seek help from Mr. McFadden outside class, but are expected to keep up with class and homework.

Rules and Consequences:
At St. Ann, every student is expected to:
· Be safe
· Be respectful
· Be responsible
· Be Christ-like
Any behavior that violates one of these expectations is unacceptable in this classroom and across the school.  These are expected behaviors for students anywhere in the school.  It is important to remember that being safe has a different meaning in the gym than it does in the classroom, and being respectful has a different meaning when talking to a classmate than talking to a teacher.  

If a student violates these expectations, the series of consequences will follow:
· One verbal warning
· Behavior referral and any corresponding loss of privilege
· Detention or parent-teacher conference
· Conference with Mr. Morten
The behavior referrals are new this year.  They are a way for the school to keep track of behavior to help parent and teacher communication.  Different behaviors have different consequences on the behavior referral form, which will be discussed in class.

If a student decides to disregard one of these expectations in an extreme manner, the series of consequences can be skipped and a removal from class or school may be warranted.

Materials:
Every day upon entering the class, students must have:
· 
· Class binder
· Math text book
· Science text book
· Black or blue pen
· No. 2 pencil
· Previous night’s homework


If students need any other materials for class that day, Mr. McFadden will tell you the day before.  Students will not be able to go to their locker for materials after class has begun.  If students forget any of the above items in their locker, they can share with a classmate or borrow one from Mr. McFadden.  Any student borrowing materials from Mr. McFadden must give him collateral in order to ensure return of the materials.  Students will not be able to go back to their locker to retrieve their homework.

Some materials that students should not have in class:
· Sharpie or paint markers
· Cell phones or electronic devices
· Accessories that are not part of the uniform
· Toys
Any of these materials or other objects that hurt learning will be confiscated by Mr. McFadden and can be collected by the student’s parent or guardian.

Late Work Policy:
Homework is due at either the beginning of class if it is posted on the board, or after a class review when Mr. McFadden asks for it to be handed forward.  Any homework turned in afterwards will be viewed as late.  It can be turned in the following day for 10% off.  Anything turned in after the following day will receive no higher than a 50%.

Absence Policy:
When a student is absent, he or she must call a classmate and find out what we did in class if he or she did not receive an assignment sheet. Upon returning to school, the student is wholly responsible for coming to see Ms. Petersen in order to make up what was missed the day he or she returns. Students will have one day for each day absent to make up work. Extended absences (of more than three days) will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis.  If a student knows of an extended absence ahead of time, the student is required to get the necessary work before leaving.

Bathrooms and Classroom Distractions:
Students should use the bathroom before class begins, at lunch or recess, or after school.  However, if an emergency occurs, students should use the bathroom during a part of class when the lesson is over and individual work is being done.  Students are required to sign in and out of the bathroom so that the school can track any inappropriate use of the bathroom privilege.  Do not ask to use the bathroom in the middle of a lesson unless it is ABSOLUTELY necessary.

Along with the bathroom, students may feel the need to get out of their seat during class to get a tissue, throw out trash, or sharpen their pencil.  All of these things need to be done during the time when students are working on individual or group work.  It is a distraction for students to be walking around the room while Mr. McFadden is teaching.  Therefore, students are required to have two sharpened pencils at all times and are expected to keep any trash on or in their desk until Mr. McFadden has stopped teaching.  Students should pick up a few tissues before class if they are likely to need one.  Emergencies do occur and sometimes you need a tissue and you don’t have one.  If this happens, raise one hand and place the other one on your nose.  Wait until Mr. McFadden acknowledges you and you can walk quietly to the tissues.

Lockers and Transitions
In the morning, when it is time to switch classes, and at the end of the day, students will go out to their lockers depending on which row of lockers they are in.  Students should take no more than one minute at their locker and return to their seat in the classroom.  While out at their lockers, all students should keep their voice and VL=0.  This means there is no talking because the voices carry down the stairwell.  All junior high students have ONE locker in the junior high hallway.  This means all of your materials must fit into your locker or they have to come home with you.  Nothing can be left on top of the lockers or in the hallway.  The lockers are a privilege and if students cannot meet these expectations, they will not be able to use the junior high lockers.


Directions: Complete the form and turn it in by Thursday, August 25th.

Acknowledgment of Student and Parent/Guardian Understanding of the Syllabus:

I have read and understand all of the rules, guidelines, and expectations for Mr. McFadden’s class.

Student Signature __________________________________________________________



Parent/Guardian Signature________________________________________________
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